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San Diego City Council Supports Watershed Based Planning

Thanks, in part, to the cards and letters that poured into the San Diego City Council offices after Earth
Day 2008, the San Diego City Council voted to support the Rose Creek Watershed Opportunities
Assessment (Assessment) on Oct. 21, 2008. After almost five years of consideration and public input,
the City of San Diego has accepted the Rose Creek Watershed Assessment as a guidance document
to enhance the health of the watershed. Watershed Alliance supporters sent letters to the Council and
spoke at the meeting. The emphasis in the Assessment is to implement improvements to the watershed
in an integrated fashion to maximize environmental benefits. For example, trails must be designed to be
sensitive to the environment and, where possible, enhance other aspects of the watershed such as
public safety.

Hydrology
Hydrology is the study of the movement,
distribution, and quality of water. As part of our
plan, we want to develop more accurate
hydrologic information about the watershed.
This information is essential for planning,
designing and implementing large scale
watershed restoration and enhancement
projects. The first five tasks of a watershed
hydrology study have been completed and we
are currently scoping the remainder to be
completed in 2009-10. See the completed
reports on the Rose Creek Watershed Alliance
website at www.rosecreekwatershed.org.

Creating and Improving Trails
Much of the beauty of Rose Creek is
unreachable due to a lack of trails or in some
cases there are too many trails that result in

harm to the natural system. One of our goals is
to improve safe recreational access to the
watershed while protecting its natural
resources. Steps are underway to implement
those recommendations. A grant was submitted
by the project's fiscal agent, San Diego
Earthworks, to refine the trail improvements
suggested in the Assessment to connect the
upper and lower watershed from near the end
of the existing Rose Canyon bicycle trail at
Santa Fe Ave to the start of the existing bicycle
path at Mission Bay Drive. The goal is to
provide safe access from the upper watershed
to Mission Bay without having to cross a road.
Unfortunately, state grant funds for trails have
been tied up in the State budget freeze and its
unknown when funds will be available. In the
interim, we continue to look for other sources of
funding to implement these improvements.

Invasive Non-Native Plants
We are currently processing an environmental document through the City of San Diego to allow for the
comprehensive control of invasive non-native plants in the watershed. Across California, invasive plants
damage wild lands, including our watershed lands. Invasive plants displace native plants and wildlife,
increase wildfire and flood danger, consume valuable water, degrade recreational opportunities, and
destroy productive range and timber lands. Many invasive plants were originally introduced as
ornamentals. One of the worst in our watershed is Pampas Grass, a native of Argentina, that has
invaded parts of the watershed such as along the railroad tracks near University City High School and
in the lower watershed in Pacific Beach and Clairemont near the In and Out restaurant. You will
recognize Pampas Grass, originally planted in many backyards in our watershed in the 1960s; those
plantings have spread their seeds to our canyons and streams. It grows in large clumps eight to ten feet
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high, bearing in late summer silvery-white or pinkish silken plumes, which rise to a height of 12 feet.
The long thin "leaves" are razor sharp. It and other invasive plants must be controlled if the watershed
is to be enhanced. You can help protect the watershed by not planting invasive plants and removing
any that may have been previously planted. The California Invasive Plant Council has a wonderful
brochure called "Don't Plant a Pest" that you can download from their website at
http://www.cal-ipc.org/landscaping/dpp/pdf/SoCalPrintable.pdf. You can also help by participating in a
"weed warrior" event, joining your neighbors to help enhance the watershed; both the Friends of Rose
Canyon and the Friends of Rose Creek hold events. Check their websites for more information.

Rose Creek Clean and Safe Survey
The survey results are in and over 80% of the
responding property owners support
investigating the formation of a Rose Creek
Clean and Safe Program funded by a
maintenance assessment district. The
respondents asked that a budget be developed
for property owners to consider. We are
currently seeking funding to advance this
project to enhance the health and safety of the
watershed.

About The Rose Creek
Watershed Alliance
The Rose Creek Watershed Alliance is a
consortium of groups working together within
the watershed to enhance it. Many have
ongoing watershed enhancement activities
such as "weed warrior" events and nature
walks. Join them!

Watershed Alliance Members:
Friends of Rose Creek (saverosecreek.org)
Friends of Rose Canyon (rosecanyon.org)
Marian Bear Natural Park Committee
San Diego Canyonlands (sdcanyonlands.org)
Rose Canyon Recreation Council
Clairemont Town Council (clairemontonline.com)
San Diego Audubon (sandiegoaudubon.org)
Nobel Recreation Council
Friends of Stevenson Canyon
San Diego County Bicycle Coalition (sdcbc.org)
Pacific Beach Business Improvement District
Clairemont Mesa Planning Group
Mission Bay Park Committee
Pacific Beach Planning Group (pbplanning.org)
Convener: San Diego Earthworks
(earthdayweb.org)

About The Watershed
The main natural features that make up this
23,427-acre or 36 square mile-watershed in
San Diego County, California include Rose and
San Clemente canyons and their tributary
canyons including Stevenson and Lakehurst
canyons in western Clairemont Mesa. The
Rose Creek Watershed drains to the 4,235.6acre Mission Bay Park in eastern Pacific Beach
where Rose Creek meets the ocean. While
approximately 100,000 people live in the
watershed, these natural urban canyons are
also accessible to hundreds of thousands of
people that work and/or recreate in the
watershed.
The watershed includes small portions of the
suburban San Diego communities of Scripps
Ranch, Mira Mesa, Kearny Mesa, La Jolla (east
side of Mt. Soledad), and Pacific Beach, a large
portion of Clairemont Mesa and almost the
entirety of University City.
At 9,582 acres, the Miramar Marine Corps Air
Station is the largest property owner (an
additional 2,239 acres of military land are
leased to the city of San Diego for the Miramar
landfill); individual private property owners hold
the next largest land area at 5,937 acres.
The core of the Golden Triangle, the largest
commercial area and largest employer (with
over 100,000 employees and over 4,000
employers) in the San Diego region, is within
the watershed as is a portion
of the 23,000-student
University of California, San
Diego.
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